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November Program – John Ringen
A MASTER OF WATERCOLOR
John Ringen will be
the guest speaker at our
general meeting on
November 25th. You are
in for an incredible
treat.
John was President
of NWWS in 1964-1965,
and has fifty years of
impressive credentials;
teaching numerous
classes and workshops at college and adult levels,
commercial illustrating, and judging a variety of festivals,
exhibitions, and open shows primarily throughout the
Northwest. He has a list of exhibition awards that we all can
envy.
John and his wife of 43 years, Vicky, spend half their time
each year in their motor home traveling to
Yellowstone, the Tetons, and up and down the
coast, visiting some of the finer wineries (he has
quite a fine collection of wine). When home, he
paints every day; at least 4 hours or more in his
fantastic studio/gallery which is separate from his
house. That way he “doesn’t have to clean up all
the time.”
John attended the University of Washington
on an athletic scholarship though he “wasn’t
much for athletics.” After marrying Vicky, he
joined Boeing when children came into their
world. However, his inspiration to pursue art was
strong and fueled by two things: one, the only
thing he ever got an A on in school was art; and
two, his uncle, a commercial artist, always
supplied him with whatever art supplies he
needed.
John works on multiple paintings at once,

sometimes as many as fourteen. He loves to paint anything
that has to do with Northwest scenery and landscapes. His
loose, impressionistic painting style has earned him frequent
accolades and awards.
Regarding himself simply as an artist who records his
visual impressions and feelings, he is a “reaction painter.”
John enthusiastically proclaims that there is nothing quite as
exciting, challenging and rewarding as attacking a crisp
white sheet of watercolor paper.
Bring your artistic appreciation and note taking
materials, and help NWWS give a huge, warm welcome to
this amazing artist, John Ringen.
Editor’s note: Recently, I visited John at his studio and purchased
one of his paintings. It is one of my most treasured possessions. He
is a gracious host and considered by many to be “The Grand Old
Man” of watercolor. Do not miss this program!

Upcoming Membership Meetings
November 25 • John Ringen | There is no December Meeting
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church • 6:45 Social Hour • 7:15 Meeting
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The first
General Meeting
of the year was
Tuesday night,
September 23,
and was also a
kickoff for our
75th celebration.
It was so much
fun, with lots of
door prizes and a
beautiful cake for
refreshment. Everyone had a chance to
visit with friends they hadn’t seen all
summer. It was our first meeting after
summer break, and it was so great to
see everyone! I hope you were one of
the lucky ones who got a prize!
Author David Martin was our guest
speaker. He is in the process of writing
our retrospective book, A Fluid
Tradition, NWWS the First 75 Years.
David has so much interesting history
on NWWS, it was fascinating to listen to
him talk about the early days of our
organization.
We also had Theresa Goesling and
Cindy Briggs update us on the 75th
Anniversary celebration and
convention coming up next summer. So
many things are happening. It is very
exciting to hear about all of the
experiences that will be available.
We have a great line-up of very
talented artists coming this year. I want
to give a big thank you to Mae Bentley,
our Program Chair for putting this lineup together. What a great job, and we
are so grateful to her for getting these
great names.
October marks the opening of our
member’s only show, Waterworks 2014.
Co-hosts JoAnne Mills and Carol
Williams have been working long and
hard to make it a great show. A big
thanks to them and all the others
working behind the scenes. Juror Janet
Rogers will be doing a demo for us at
our October 28 General Meeting. She is
a world famous watercolor artist, whose
portraits and florals are amazing. You
won’t want to miss this one.
We are honored to have John
Ringen, who is a past president of
NWWS, as guest speaker in November.
John has taught classes and workshops
for the past 50 years. His paintings are

amazing, especially his landscapes. His
work has been juried into exhibitions all
over. Can’t wait to see his demo.
There will be no meeting in
December, but when we start back up
on January27, Mareth Curtis-Warren
will be here to demo. Mareth has a
studio in Seattle where she teaches
watercolor to students of all levels of
experience. Mareth has been a member
of NWWS and has had her work juried
into many exhibitions.
Our meeting on February 24 will
feature Joe MacKechnie. Joe teaches
workshops in drawing, watercolor and
pastel. Joe is a longtime member of
NWWS. His painting, Rachael 2 won 1st
place in the Waterworks exhibition in
2008. Joe travels abroad to paint and
teach as well.
The March 24 meeting will feature
Catherine Gill, who is a Seattleite, and
has a studio near the Ballard Bridge.
She teaches workshops in the Seattle
area as well as in other states. Catherine
teaches in watercolor, oil, and mixed
media; sometimes in the studio, but
also on site.
Elizabeth Kincaid is coming to
demo on April 28. Elizabeth is known
for her book, Paint Watercolors that
Dance with Light, by North Light Books.
She teaches at her home studio in
Kirkland, as well as workshops in
Hawaii and California among other
places. Her paintings have won many
awards.
On May 26, our last meeting of the
2014-2015 year, we have our very own
Ché Lopez coming to do a demo. Ché
teaches at the Kirkland Art Center, as
well as Daniel Smith, and other places
around the area. Ché is an amazing
artist and so much fun to watch. He has
worked behind the scenes for NWWS in
various positions, and we appreciate his
involvement.
That wraps up the schedule of
upcoming meetings. I really hope you
can make it to each one. At our
meetings we see old friends and make
new ones.
See you there!
In the meantime, paint when you
can as much as you can.
Shirley Jordan

Waterworks
Northwest Watercolor Society
Annual Member Exhibition
October 30 through November 21
Waterworks is our
annual exhibition comprised
exclusively of artwork
created by current NWWS
members. It is juried by a
nationally or internationally
known artist in water media
who selects the accepted
entries and judges the
winners of awards totaling
over $4,000 in cash and
merchandise. Our NWWS
members are exceptional
artists and this exhibition
specifically showcases their
extraordinary talent and
creativity.

This year’s juror, Janet Rogers has been a working as a
professional artist for almost 30 years, and has achieved
Signature Status in The American Watercolor Society, The
Florida Watercolor Society, South Carolina Watercolor Society
and others. She has garnered many awards over the years for
her sensitive paintings of people which are spontaneous,
direct, and expressive. Janet shares easily with others her
passion and joy for the fluid and unexpected nature of
watercolor.
Waterworks is being held at Tsuga Fine Art and Framing 10101 Main St, Bothell, WA 98011.

Daniel Smith A-Changing!
There have been many changes at Daniel Smith
these past few months. After many years as a
cataloger, our catalog call center has closed. Our
website will only sell Daniel Smith manufactured
paints effective the beginning of the year. The
great and exciting news is that these changes now
allow our full attention to be focused on our
manufacturing business and our local retail stores.
We are very excited to give our local stores
some added attention. We are working hard to reinvigorate our art demonstration and workshop
offerings. Beginning in the new year, we will have a
full slate of free demonstrations and paid
workshops. We are thrilled to bring some big name
national and international artists to our stores.
Renowned watercolor artist and author, Jean
Haines will be doing a demonstration and teaching
a workshop in April. Sign up now to reserve your
space. Do you know a great teacher who might
want to do demonstrations or workshops? Let us
know! We are always searching for new instructors.
In addition to demonstrations and workshops,
we are excited to expand our product selection in
the stores. We have new and fun products arriving
daily for the upcoming holidays. Watch for big
changes in our brush department!
For thirty-nine years, Daniel Smith has been an
active partner in the Puget Sound art community.
Did you know Daniel Smith is the platinum sponsor
of the NWWS? It is our pleasure to support the
organization, and we are a proud participant in
celebrating the 75th Jubilee.
We are proud of our history and excited for our
future. You are a very big part of that!
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Editorial · Jeff Waters
51 Shades of Gray
Many of the text books and most
great watercolor artists will tell you that
the most effective paintings have a large
proportion of
gray area with
splashes of color
or unpainted
white paper at
the point of
interest. This
confused me for
some time until
I realized that by
“gray” they did
not mean a
simple mixture
of black and white. In fact, the most
effective grays contain neither.
The master is Jeanne Dobie whose
seminal work Making Color Sing,
Practical Lessons in Color and Design,
champions what she refers to as ‘mouse

of the three colors.
My favorite gray is Holbein
Lavender and Burnt Sienna. This is a
lucious, soft, blue-gray.
(A formula for mixing your own
Lavender, virtually indistinguishable
from the Holbein can be found in the
editorial from the Nov/Dec 2013 Hot
Press available on the NWWS website.)
Try laying in the bones of your painting
with subtle strokes of this gray, leaving
white paper for only your area of
interest.

Marvelous cloud structures can be
created by blotting a damp sky with a
tissue or paper towel, then introducing
your gray mixture. Soften most edges
with a damp brush but leave a few hard
edges for interest. Flatten the bottom of
your cloud and infuse heavier gray in
this area for weight.
Play around with grays. You will be
amply rewarded.
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75th Anniversary
Committee Needs
Your Help!
grays’. These are colorful blends of
pigments to produce grayed tones of
virtually any color. These form the
bones of the painting.
Perhaps the simplest way to achieve
this is by mixing the three primaries,
red, yellow and blue to achieve a dead
neutral. You can then tilt it toward any

We need to locate a painting for
each of these Past Presidents of
NWWS. If you have or know of a
painting by Henry Ross (1945-46).
Dan Cannon (1962-63), or Don
Millette (1971-72)...Please call Nancy
Axell 206-232-6872 or David Martin
206-726-9509.

Alvaro Castagnet

75th Open
prospectus
Open pr
ospectus
and event
event rregistration
egistration
online 11/15/14.

www.nwws.org
w
ww.nwws.org
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Featured Artist – Bill Hook
he has essentially closed the door on a
forty year career of creating very
controlled and detailed architectural
illustrations and is now focusing his
attention on fine art. He finds that plein
air and fine art painting require a totally
new and different set of skills and
techniques which allow him to
experiment with styles that are looser
and more evocative than was possible
within the constraints of renderings.
While still a realist or figurative
painter at heart, he finds letting go of

Reflections on being
an artist…
Bill Hook sees himself as an artist in
transition, always trying to learn more
and improve his work. His interest is
primarily in the final painting rather
than the process. He prefers to let the
desired result determine the technique
or approach for each picture rather than
relying on a recognizable style that he
can apply universally to his work.
At this point in his artistic journey,

Bill Hook – Formwork 4
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control is very challenging and difficult,
but when it works the resulting image is
far more engaging and rewarding for the
viewer than when every detail is
defined. When travelling, he prefers to
make notes and sketches on site which
he uses later. This allows him to
distance himself from the reality and
gives him the freedom to change the
time of day, direction of light or weather
conditions to create his own mood and
interpretation. For an image to be
successful and evocative he has to
eliminate most of the information
overload that photos or the real world
provide. He finds that using small
thumbnail sketches rather than photos
for reference when painting helps
simplify and focus his work. Details can
be added later if needed.
Although he does some plein air
painting events, his greatest interest is
in his studio work which draws
inspiration from his architectural
background and he is currently using it
to explore the more industrial and
transitional elements of our
environment. He loves the dynamic
processes of construction and
maintenance which are an intrinsic part

Bill Hook – Study Sketches

Bill Hook – Scary Stuff

Featured Artist Bill Hook | continued from page 4

Signature Show at
Schack Center,
Nov. 20 – Dec. 27
NWWS Signature Members will
be exhibiting their work at the
Schack Center in Everett. The
opening reception, which will
feature some surprise awards, is
open to all on Thursday, Nov. 20,
from 5:00 - 8:00pm. You are
encouraged to visit the best
works of your fellow honored
members at the reception and/or
during the exhibition dates.

Bill Hook – Formwork 6

of the urban experience. His current
“Formwork Series” focuses on the
elaborate temporary structures and
visually chaotic site conditions that are
required for the construction process of
overpasses and bridges.
He judges his progress in art by his
own works rather than in competition
with others, and although he enjoys
getting accepted in shows, they are not
the sole reason to paint. That being
said, he is certainly pleased to admit
that he has been very fortunate this fall
to have been selected as one of twenty
three artists to be included in the World
Watercolor Competition Exhibition
sponsored by the Art of Watercolor
Magazine, in Narbonne, France. On the
same day of the opening, he learned
that he qualified for signature
membership, received an award and
will be included in the traveling show by
the National Watercolor Society.
Definitely a good day.
The new year will also present
some new challenges. He will be giving
up his studio space in downtown Seattle
and moving everything to his home. He
will miss his early morning walks
through Pioneer Square and along the
waterfront which were a constant
source of inspiration but will certainly
find alternatives. Expect a major studio
clearance sale in Nov or Dec.
He is a signature member in the
NWWS and CWA. He has participated

in and received awards in numerous
events including Watercolor West, the
California Art League, Bemis Art Show,
Richeson Art Competitions, Pacific
Northwest and Sonoma Plein Air
Events. He has taught classes at the Frye
Art Museum and Columbia Center for
the Arts.
Bill is currently represented by Alki
Arts Gallery, 1124 First Ave. Seattle, WA
where he is selling pages from his
sketchbooks. His most recent works
show up on his facebook page as well as
his website, www.wghook.com.

Special Call
to Artists
The NWWS 75th Annual
International Open Exhibition
prospectus will be online at
www.nwws.org on Nov. 15,
2015. Entry deadline is Feb. 7,
2014. The exhibition will be the
only one NWWS has scheduled
for 2015, in honor of its 75th year.
It will be held at the Washington
State Convention & Trade
Center, 800 Convention Place,
Seattle, Washington 98101
from July 1 – September 30,
2015.

Seattle Sketcher Book
Gabriel Campanario
The long-awaited book, Seattle
Sketcher is now available through
the Seattle Times. This hardback,
112 page masterpiece is not only a
delightful coffee table book, it is a
fine primer on urban sketching.
Gabi’s drawings in pen and
watercolor have charmed readers of
the paper four several years and
sparked the urban sketching
movement. The book is available for
$34.95 on the Seattle Times
website.
Bill Hook – Roundhouse 1
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Judy Morris
Critique of Your Painting by a Master
Workshop Description:

75th Diamond
Anniversary Convention

Every artist wants a successful painting and every successful painting
has an underlying structure that ensures success or creates visual
problems. Let Judy’s professional feedback show you how to avoid
confusion with logical explanations of what works in a painting and
what could be improved. Judy’s 48 years as a professional art teacher
has given her literally thousands of opportunities to help students
and colleagues improve their work.

About Judy Morris:
Judy Morris earned degrees in art
education from Southern Oregon
University, and taught art at South
Medford High School for thirty years
before becoming a full time
professional watercolorist. Since then,
she has been a popular juror and
workshop teacher.

Mini Workshops Presenters
We open with the jurors for the
75th Open Exhibition
Álvaro Castagnet
Impactful Urban Scenes in Watercolour
Workshop Description:
Alvaro will paint an urban scene in his loose, impressionistic signature
style. This session is a must see for those who want to learn to paint
strong value paintings and watch the magic happen as this world
renowned painter creates another watercolor masterpiece, right
before your eyes!
Álvaro will be using his “signature” red handled, squirrel mop brushes,
while showcasing his dramatic watercolor palette. He will touch on his
custom watercolor sketchbooks and share his quick plein air
techniques that make his work so striking. Álvaro’s signature brushes
and blank watercolor/charcoal sketchbooks will also be available at
the event for purchase.

About Álvaro Castagnet:
A member of many prestigious
watercolor societies around the world,
such as the American Watercolor
Society (AWS) and Australian
Watercolor Institute (AWI) Álvaro
Castagnet is a gifted, internationally
renowned watercolorist who is welltravelled and lauded for his expressive
style and ability to capture the very
soul of the locations he paints.
Travelling the world exhibiting,
demonstrating, lecturing and judging,
Álvaro is also a successful author.
Often contributing to acclaimed international art publications
worldwide, his latest book, Painting with Passion: Beyond Technique, is
a sold out bestseller. His works and products can be viewed at
www.alvarocastagnet.net
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Morris was one of 15 American artists
invited to be included in the 2011
Taiwan International Watercolor
Exhibition, and is currently one of 32
American artists represented in the
Shenzhen International Watercolor Biennial, in Shenzhen, China. She
has published in national and international publications including
International Artist Magazine and L’Art de’Aquarelle. She is a member of
the Watercolor Society of Oregon and is a signature member of the
American Watercolor Society, National Watercolor Society, the
Transparent Watercolor Society of America, and the Northwest
Watercolor Society. Judy’s artwork can be seen on her
website: www.judymorris-art.com

Ruth Armitage & Blenda Tyvoll
Gaining Exposure Online
Workshop Description:
Join Ruth Armitage and Blenda Tyvoll for a fun and informative session
designed to give you tips and inspiration for showcasing your work
online. They will cover the basics of photographing your art, editing
and publishing your images. You will gain more exposure for your
paintings by practicing Search Engine Optimization. Ruth and Blenda
will show tutorials on how to make your art shine online, and provide
detailed notes so that you can concentrate on the presentation.

About Ruth Armitage:
Ruth Armitage is a signature member
of the National Watercolor
Society and the Northwest
Watercolor Society, and past President
of the Watercolor Society of Oregon.
The Watercolor Society of Oregon has
awarded her its Outstanding
Service Award and nominated her as
Oregon’s Delegate to the Western
Federation of Watercolor Societies.
Ruth’s work can be viewed on her
website: www.rutharmitage.com

About Blenda Tyvoll:
Blenda Tyvoll is an expressive artist
who paints in a variety of mediums
which help to convey her vibrant
inner spirit. She is an active member
and recent past treasurer of the
Watercolor Society of Oregon, and a
core group member of Open Studios
of Beavercreek. In 2004 her work was
profiled on Oregon Public
Broadcasting’s Oregon Art Beat.
Blenda has been published in Better
Homes & Gardens, Country Gardens
and Natural Awakenings. To view
Blenda’s work, please visit www.blendastudio.com

Ann Breckon
Painting the Shapes of Shadows
Workshop Description:
Great American watercolor masters often think alike. One of the
themes discovered during a year of researching numerous published
watercolor greats was the power of using the shaded areas of a
subject to describe, enhance, connect and bring focus into a
painting. Skip Lawrence and Frank Webb were masters at this useful
technique and this presentation will show how they use it and how
effective it is for a variety of subjects including portraits, landscapes,
still life, florals and structures.
Students will have an opportunity to put this knowledge to use in this
hands-on workshop. You will discover interesting color combinations,
the impact of value choices, what to look for in your subject matter,
how to find the best shadow patterns, and what is important (and
what is not) to create a powerful design.

About Ann Breckon:
A Northwest painter for over twenty
years, Ann Breckon teaches classes
and workshops all around the Puget
Sound area. Her paintings have been
displayed in the Frye Art Museum and
are included in corporate settings and
the permanent collection of the
United States Air Force, as well as
being accepted into numerous local
and national exhibitions, winning
many awards. Currently a signature
member of the National Watercolor
Society and the Northwest Watercolor
Society, Ann is also a member and past president of the Women
Painters of Washington. Ann’s work can be viewed on her website:
www.annbreckon.com

Birgit O’Connor
Big Bold Dramatic Florals
Workshop Description:
Learn how to make more powerful and intriguing floral compositions.
Birgit will show you how to simplify by glazing and layering color. Put
the water back into watercolor and learn how to put the WOW into
your flower paintings. Watch color move as if by magic and learn to
say more with less.

About Birgit O’Connor:
Birgit O’Connor is a sought after selftaught artist / instructor who teaches
many national and international
workshops.
Her work has been published in over
40 national and international
publications along with being
included in many collections
throughout the world. Her most
current publications include The
Artist’s Magazine, Watercolor Artist and
L’Art de l’Aquarelle in France.
Birgit has won numerous national and international awards and is a
Signature member of LWS & CWA.
Her other memberships include Cambridge Who’s Who, Who’s Who in
America, Who’s Who in American Women. Birgit has written two books
by North Light Publications Watercolor in Motion and Watercolor
Essentials.
Birgit is a contributing editor to The Artist’s Magazine and Watercolor
Artist and has also developed her own line of successful instructional
DVD programs which are available on her website. Birgit’s work can be
seen on her website: www.birgitoconnor.com

Carla O’Connor
Figure Design in Gouache
Workshop Description:
Carla O’Connor will do a painting demonstration using watercolor and
gouache on paper treated with gold gesso. She will explain her
method of direct painting, the properties of gouache (an opaque
watercolor medium) and the importance of thoughtful composition.
The focus will be on staying in the process and the purpose of the
elements of design. She will share her thoughts on the arts today and
the progression of her personal journey over 50 years.

About Carla O’Connor:
Carla O’Connor is a contemporary
figure painter, juror, published author
and instructor. She holds a BFA from
Kent State University. For the past 25
years she has taught painting
workshops in the United States,
Canada and Europe, averaging 10 a
year. She is also the recipient of
numerous awards from international
exhibitions including the Silver Medal
from the American Watercolor Society
and Best of Show from NWWS in
1992-93. She has been honored with
The Dolphin Fellowship from AWS. At present she has a painting on
tour, “Dark Passage”, in China as part of the Shenzhen Watercolor
Biennial – the fifth such exhibition in China to which she has been an
invited participant. She has also received invitations from France,
Thailand, and Turkey.
O’Connor has created an instructional DVD, “Figure Design in Gouache
– The Process” produced by Creative Catalyst Video. Carla’s work can
be seen on her website: www.carlaoconnor.com
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AWARDS
A
WARDS
Over $15,000 in cash and merchandise
awards are anticipated
d ffor
or this exhibition.
Top cash awards are $3,000 for First
Place, $2,000 for Second Place, and
$1250 for Third Place.
Each year, NWWS purchases one painting
from those accepted into the Open
Exhibition to add to its permanent
collection hanging in the Fred Hutchison
Cancer Research Center, Seattle, WA.
AA
Purchase Award of $1,500 will be paid in
lieu of the stated purchase price, and no
commission is deducted from this award.
A painting may be awarded both the
Purchase Award and an additional award.
If you wish to be considered for this
award, please check the appropriate
box on the online entry form.

roster, online bimonthly newsletters, access
to the NWWS website, a reduced exhibition
entr y fee
fee ffor
or the Annual International
Open Exhibition, an opportunity to enter
the members-only Annual Waterworks
ees.
Exhibition, and reduced workshop ffees
ee
NWWS hosts monthly program meetings
and workshops by nationally recognized
artist instructors. An associate membership
form is available on the NWWS website
at www.nwws.org. To be eligible ffor
or
the entry fee
fee discount,
discount your dues must
be paid by your entry date (or beffor
o
ore
your entry if you are applying for
first-time membership). Contact the
NWWS Membership Chair, Rene St. Peter,
at 425-422-1865 or you may e-mail her at
remichele@yahoo.com

JURORS
JURORS

NWWS
NWWS ME
MEMBERSHIP
MBERSHIP

A
About
bout Jud
Judy
dyy
Morris

If you are not currently a member, you
are encouraged to join NWWS as an
associate member. Dues are $40 per year
(calendar year June 1 through May
31) and are not prorated. Membership
entitles you to receive a membership

Judy Morris earned
B.S. and M.S. degrees
in art education from
Southern Oregon
University, and taught
art at South Medf
dfford
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First Place, 2014 NWWS Open Exhibition
Seaside Shanttyy, Elaine Daily-Birnbaum

High School ffor
or thirty years beffor
ore retiring
to become a full time watercolorist. For
20 years Morris has been a popular juror
and workshop teacher throughout the
countr y and in Canada, Mexico, England,
Switzerland, France, Italy and Japan.
Her paintings have received more than
fiffty national and regional awards and have
been included in exhibitions throughout
the country, most recently those
sponsored by the American Watercolor
Society, the National Watercolor Society,
and the Transparent Watercolor Society
of America. She was one of 15 American
artists invited to be included in the 2011
Taiwan International Watercolor Exhibition,
and is currently one of 32 American artists
represented in the Shenzhen International
Watercolor Biennial, in Shenzhen, China.
Judy has had numerous
us ffeatur
eature articles
in national and international publications
including INTERNATIONAL ARTIST
MAGA
AZINEE and L’ART DE L’AQU
UARELLE.
She has been a member of the Watercolor
Society of Oregon since 1980 and is
a signature member of the American
Watercolor Society (AWS), National
Watercolor Society (NWS), the Transparent
Watercolor Society of America ( T WSA), and
the Northwest Watercolor Society (NWWS).
Judy ’s artwork can be seen on her website:
www.judymorris-art.com.

About Álvaro
Castagnet
A member of
many prestigious
watercolor
societies around
the world, such
as the American
Watercolor
Society (AWS) and Australian Watercolor
Institute (AWI), Álvaro Castagnet is a gifted
internationally renowned watercolorist,
well-traveled and lauded for his expressive
style and ability to capture the very soul of
the location he paints.
Born in Montevideo, Uruguay, Álvaro’s
paintings grace the walls of many private
and corporate collections across the globe
and his works have been recognized with
top honors in esteemed international art
competitions.

CONDITIONS AND RULES
◊ PLEASE READ CAREFULLY: Failure to
meet ANY of the below conditions will
result in disqualification of your entry
in the exhibition. Failure to meet the
conditions outlined in either of the first
two bulleted items shown will also result
in the artist becoming ineligible to enter
into any future NWWS exhibitions.
◊ Artists must be 18 years or older.
◊ Entries must be original works of
art, entirely the work of the entrant.
Digital images, prints, art work produced
in a class or workshop, likenesses of
other artists’ works including photos,
or other published source or reference
material not attributable to the artist,
will not be permitted.
◊ Artists may not substitute another
work for an accepted work, nor
withdraw that work once it is accepted.
◊ Entries must have been executed
within the last two years and not
exhibited in any previous NWWS juried
exhibition.
◊ Entries must be water media
paintings on natural or synthetic paper
or paperboard. No stretched canvas or
clayboard will be accepted. Computer
generated work will not be accepted.

According to Álvaro, “My style has been
described as passionate, spontaneous,
flamboyant and powerful. I am an
expressive painter; always exploring and
pursuing a strong interpretation of light
effects. I enjoy stretching the boundaries of
traditional art, and the medium, trying my
hardest to do it with honesty and integrity.
Portraying the abstract side of life is the
driving force of my work.”
Traveling the world exhibiting,
demonstrating, lecturing and judging,
Álvaro is also a successful author. Often
contributing to acclaimed international art
publications worldwide, his latest book,
Painting with Passion: Beyond Technique,
is a sold out bestseller.
Álvaro’s artwork and products can be
viewed at www.alvarocastagnet.net

Collage or other media may be used, but
the aqueous medium must constitute 80%
or more of the work. All collage materials
must be original designs executed on
water media paper.
◊ Entries must be framed, matted and
have a professional appearance. Paintings
must be ready for hanging with wire and
protected under Plexiglas. Plexiglas is
required for all paintings. No saw tooth
hangers are permitted. All paintings must
be matted with a visible 2” minimum
mat. Mats must be white or offwhite only, and thin colored liners are
acceptable.
◊ Framed size cannot be more than
44” in either dimension and displayed
image size cannot be less than 10” in
either dimension.
◊ Entries must be for sale and priced
with the intent to sell. Once entered, the
price of your painting cannot be changed.
A commission of 25% will be deducted
from sales. All paintings will hang for the
duration of the exhibit. Any painting sold
within 30 days after the closing of the
exhibit as a result of having been exhibited
in the 2015 Open Exhibition must pay the
25% commission to NWWS.
◊ Utmost care will be taken in handling
artwork; NWWS and/or its representatives

JUDY’S WORKSHOP
Judy will teach a studio workshop at the Crowne
Plaza-Seattle, July 6–10, 2015, 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
ALVARO’S WORKSHOP
Alvaro will teach a plein air workshop in Seattle
from July 6–10, 2015, 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Tuition for either workshop is $595
for NWWS members and $695
for non-members. Registration will
begin November 15, 2014. More
information is available, including
hotel accommodations, along with a
downloadable registration form at the
NWWS website: www.nwws.org
Workshop Co-Chairs:
Call Marcia Giant at 206-799-4654
E-mail: marciagiant@yahoo.com
OR call Molly Murrah at 425-822-6552
E-mail: molly@mollymurrah.com

will not be responsible for damage or
loss from any cause.
◊ ALL ACCEPTED work MUST be hand
delivered or shipped to Phoenix Art
Restoration, 17712 15th Ave NE,
Shoreline, WA 98155 by the deadline
of June 22, 2015. (WSCC requires all
paintings to be delivered by one agent
only.) Instructions will be included with
your acceptance packet. All shipped
paintings require a $40 handling fee.
All hand delivered paintings require a
$20 handling fee. Note: As previously
stated, all paintings must use
Plexiglas for this exhibition.

PROCEDURES
◊ NWWS will accept two images per
artist, but only one entry will be juried
into the exhibition if selected. If you
enter two paintings, they must be
entered TOGETHER on ONE entry
form. A check box under your first entry,
when checked, will display a second set
of fields for your next painting’s details.
Also, when uploading your painting
image(s) you must WAIT for the first
image upload to finish before you
continue filling out and/or submitting
the form. A small thumbnail of your
painting will show next to the filename
when the upload is complete.
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◊ Entries will be juried from digital
images only. Your image(s) must be
uploaded using our online application
system.

◊ Permission is assumed by NWWS to
or the
reproduce accepted artwork ffor
exhibition catalog and other promotional
uses, including the NWWS website.

◊ If painting is scanned – scan your
painting at a 300 dpi resolution. The
longest dimension of the final image
should be 2100 pixels (7”” at 300 dpi).

◊ Awards will be judged from the
original paintings.

◊ All entrants will receive a complimentary
copy of the full printed exhibition catalog.
Additional catalogs will be available to
purchase
ase ffor
or $15.00.

◊ Image must be in .jpg (or .jpeg)
format. Maximum file size can be up to
5 MB but no larger.

◊ Please check the www.nwws.org
website on April 10 to see a list of
all accepted artists. Artists whose
submissions are juried into the
exhibition will receive e-mail notification,
which will consist of an acceptance
package with painting labels, claim
checks and additional instructions.
◊ NWWS reserves the right to
refuse, upon arrival, any painting of
unacceptable quality or damaged in
shipment. Paintings that do not match
the submitted digital image or meet
the media and framing criteria will be
refused.

◊ Digital images of accepted works will be
retained
ed ffor
or the NWWS archives.

HOW
HOW TO
TO E
ENTER
NTER
◊ A high resolution image is required.
Please supply a 300 dpi image cropped
(n
to the displayed image area only (no
frame, no mat).
◊ If using a digital camera – match
camera orientation to painting orientation.
In image mode, set the image resolution to
a minimum of 2048 x 1536 pixels.

PAYMENT:
P
AYMENT:

PAYMENT
P
AYMENT ONLINE
ONLINE

Payment may be made online or by mail.
Entry ffee
ee is $30 ffor
or all cur
c rent NWWS
members ffor
or one image
imag , and an additional
fee of $15 is required ffor
or a second image,
bringing the total for
for two images to $45.
If you are not a member of NWWS, your
entry ffee
ee is $40 ffor
or one image, and $55
for two images. If you are entering two
images, both entries must be submitted
at the same time using the same entry
form. Entry fees are non-refundable.

Payment online – Submit the entry ffee
ee
using your credit card or PayPal (PayPal will
also accept credit cards). See instructions
on www.nwws.org when you enter.
Payment by mail – Mail a copy of your
entry confirmation email along with a
check payable to NWWS immediatelyy afftter
completing your online entry. If you are
applying
ng ffor
or first-time NWWS membership
or renewing your existing membership,
your membership ffee
ee ($40) can be
included in your check with your entr y ffee
ee.

◊P
PLEASE
LEASE NO
NOTE:
TE: Name your image
file(s) with your painting
ing title onllyy (i.e.,
Sunflowers in the Rain.jpg). Please use
only letters and numbers in your file
name. Do not use special characters
%, etc. If you need
such as -, ?, >, <, “, ‘, &, %
to resize your image, you can use this
FREE resizing tool online:
phot
photosize.com/Advanced-Resizer.html
osize.com/Advanced-Resizer.html
Just ffollo
ollow the instructions on the site.
Y
ou a
re no
w read
dyy tto
o ent
er the sho
w!
You
are
now
ready
enter
show!
P
lease return
return tto
o www.nwws.org
www.n
. wws.org and
Please
follow the online entr
ryy instruc
tions.
follow
entry
instructions.

Mailed payments must be received by
February 14, 2015. Make check payable
to NWWS and send to the NWWS
Treasurer: Peggy Meyers, PO Box 50387,
Bellevue, WA
WA 98015-0387.

IM
IMPORTANT
PORT
TANT NOTES
NOTES
On April 10, 2015 accepted artists will be
notified electronically by e-mail and
posted online at www.nwws.org
Please DO NOT CALL for early
notification of acceptance.

For Fgeneral questions about the exhibition, acceptance and delivery
pleasecontac
contact
oneofofthe
theExhibition
Exhibition
ery processes,
processes, please
t one
CoCo-Chairs:
-Chairs:
all Theresa
Goesling
t 425-802-3487ororCindy
CindyBriggs
Briggsatat541-420-9463
541-420-9463
CallCTheresa
Goesling
at a425-802-3487
email
either
co-chair
MakeEveryDayAPainting@yahoo.com
YouYou
cancan
email
either
co-chair
atatMakeEveryDayAPainting@yahoo.com
ForFor
questions
ExhibitionDig
Digital
questionsabout
aboutthe
theentry
entrryprocess
processonly,
onllyy,please
please contact
contact the Exhibition
ital CCurator,
urator,
Che
Lopez
at
chelito@gmail.com
or
206-349-0876
Che Lopez at chelito@gmail.com 206-349-0876

775th
5th Di
5t
Diamond
D
iamonnd A
An
Anniversary
nniiverssary Ce
Cel
Celebration
elleebratiion
July 10 -12, 2015
Artists’ Convention, Vendor Show, Gala Banquet, and Awards Ceremony
Crowne Plaza-Seattle, 1113 6th Ave, Seattle, WA 98101 Q (206)464-1980
Northwest Watercolor Society
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For more info
ormation about this historic event, please visit www.nwws.org

Member News
their Traveling Exhibition. Grace’s
painting Manhattan Bridge was
awarded Best of Show at the Arizona
Watercolor Association Fall Exhibition
held at the Peoria City Hall, September
29 - October 30.

Linda Parisi, Pierce Arrow

A. Kindregan, Snoqualmie River – Mill Pond Road

Linda Parisi, American Gold

Linda Parisi (Associated Arts of Ocean
Shores Artist) is pleased announce that
she has been asked to partner with the
LeMay Family Collection at Marymount
Event Center. This collection is recognized as the largest privately owned
vehicle and memorabilia collection in
the world so this is a great honor for
Linda. Linda has been given a wall of
her own in the Pool Room that will be
filled with automobile and motorcycle
paintings and prints. Linda will, also,
have cards, tiles, coasters, and
unframed prints in the LeMay Family
Collection Foundation at 325 152nd
Street East, Tacoma, WA 98445. For
further information call 253 - 272-2336
or check out the website:
www.lemanmarymount.org.
Grace Haverty’s painting, Waiting for
the Catch was accepted into the
National Watercolor Society 94th
International Exhibition being held at
the National Watercolor Society Gallery
in San Pedro, California from November
9 - January 11, 2015. Her painting also
won an award and was chosen to be in

Amanda Kindregan’s painting,
Snoqualmie River – Mill Pond Road, an
acrylic piece, won the 2014 Snoqualmie
Plein Air Paint Out competition.
Kindregan’s artwork will be featured on
the 2015 Snoqualmie Plein Air Paint Out
Poster. The Snoqualmie Arts
Commission purchased the winning
piece for the permanent collection, for
$300 and awarded gift certificates to the
2nd and 3rd place winners. This annual
art event is sponsored by the Snoqualmie Arts Commission, which welcomes
artists of all skill levels and mediums to
paint “en plein air” – in the open air – in
downtown Historic Snoqualmie each
August. For more information, please
contact Nicole Sanders at nsanders@
ci.snoqualmie.wa.us or 425-888-5737
ext. 1143.
Sandra Pearce was awarded Grand
Prize (best in show) for Now We’re
Cookin’! at the Hillsboro Plein Air Plus
Competition, Hillsboro, OR. Her
watercolor the Unintentional Pond was
juried into both the Lake Oswego
Festival of the Arts Special Exhibit: Fire
& Water, and Watercolor Society of
Oregon’s Fall Transparent Show.
www.sandrapearce.com.
Sandy Haight has been selected to be
the poster artist for the 2016 Skagit
Valley Tulip Festival. She has been
concentrating on painting close up
views of flowers in watercolor.

The Northwest Watercolor
Foundation is a nonprofit arm of the
Northwest Watercolor Society. One
of the purposes of the Foundation is
to foster the love of art in young
people. The Foundation awards
small grants up to $50 per person
for reimbursement of supplies for art
programs paid by teachers in the
area schools.
Pass the word on about this
program to a school or teacher near
you. There is a $200 per school
annual limit. The awards are made at
the discretion of the Foundation
board from the applications
received. Visit the NWWS website for
more information or contact
Charlene Burley charnabe@aol.com.

Carla O’Connor
Studio Open House
Small Works Mighty Wonders!

Dec. 6 - 7, 2014
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
3619 47th St. Ct. NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
www.carlaoconnor.com
www.carlaoconnor.com
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Art in the Mountains
Premier Destination Workshops
Where Artists Become Better Artists

Art in the Mountains was founded
in 1983 by Deanna Hansen and Sue
Bennett in Bend, Oregon. The
philosophy of the company continues
today with Organizer, and owner since
2008, Tracy Culbertson. From the
moment of your inquiry, you will be
treated with personal customer service
and kindness. Art in the Mountains
provides some of the best painting
tutors in the world in premier
destinations with an atmosphere free of
competition. We want you to explore,
grow and take your art to the next level
and art workshops are the perfect place
to do push yourself. Master teachers
have done it all and with their
experience and guidance you can step
out of your comfort zone and try new
techniques and ideas in our warm and
caring environment.
Creating art is a testimony of what
you see. It is as unique as your thumbprint. We all have artistic license to
interpret what we see and embellish or
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represent the ideas we want to convey
to the viewer. Whether you enjoy
painting for a hobby or painting is your
career, art education is dynamic and
most valuable if it involves daily oneon-one instruction and demonstrations.
Our instructors can help you tap into
mental and emotional places within
yourself to help pull out your own
personal style. This challenge should be
a goal for all artists. We would love to
see you. Get signed up for a workshop
today at www.artinthemountains.com
and become a better artist in your own
right.

Art in the Mountains –
“Premier Destinations
Workshops” – Since 1983
• Internationally Known and Published
Instructors
• Studio and Plein Air Painting
• Daily Demonstrations (studio class
demos are projected on a 60” TV so
you can stay at your own 4’ X 8’ table)

• Unique Curricula
• Workshops for all Levels of Painters
with One-On-One Support
• Every Genre’ and Painting Media.
• Small Class Sizes in a
Noncompetitive, Friendly and
Comfortable Atmosphere
• Great Destinations – Vary from Year to
Year
• Receptions to Meet and Greet Before
the Workshop
• Free Full-Color Brochure
• Class Outlines, Material Lists, Artist’s
Biographies, and Travel/Lodging
Information
• Well Lit and Large Studios with
Individual Tables
Join us for a fun and educational
experience. Classes fill quickly. Call to
reserve your space today: 503-930-4572.
For more info:
www.artinthemountains.com.

Tuscany and Venice Italy Workshops with
Ron Stocke and Joe Mac Kechnie

F

or the past 5 years, NW artist Joe Mac Kechnie has been teaching art workshops in Italy.
He has recently expanded this venture into a total cultural and art experience. These art
excursions to different countries will not only include art instruction, but will also include
the total emersion into the culture of the countries being visit. Enjoying the cuisine, wines, music,
local art history, small towns, churches, countryside vistas, shopping and the people of the
countries will all be part of the total adventure. In the spring of 2015, two workshops to Italy are
now being offered; one to Tuscany and one to Venice, Italy:

Workshop 1:
Painting Tuscany Italy with NW
Watercolorist Ron Stocke
When: March 29 to April 7, 2015
Where: Le Casacce Plantation and
Vineyard near Seggiano Italy
How to find out more:
www.internationalpleinairworkshops.com
More about the artist: www.ronstocke.com

Workshop 2:
Painting Venice Italy with NW artist Joe Mac Kechnie
When: April 12 to April 21, 2015
Where: Downtown Venice, Italy near the Grand Canal
How to find out more: www.internationalpleinairworkshops.com
More about the artist: www.jlmackechnie.com
Other workshops are now being planned for 2015 and beyond to other European destinations like France,
Spain, Portugal, Norway, Croatia, New Zealand. Also, workshops are also being planned to destinations in
America, such as Zion National Park, Yellowstone and Teton parks, New Mexico and others.

To find out more about existing and upcoming workshops, visit: www.internationalpleinairworkshops.com
To make reservations for a workshop, visit: www.internationalpleinairworkshops.com
To contact Joe Mac Kechnie directly: Cell Phone: 206-930-4101 • Email: joe@netos.com • Website: www.jlmackechnie.com
November-December 2014· 14

Editor’s Contest – Diagonal Elements
The assignment was to produce a painting using diagonal elements. Here are the results.

1st Place: James McFarlane – This lovely
painting uses diagonals for all but the vertical
elements. Truly wonderful.

2nd Place: Ellen Fountain – This artist has
used multiple diagonals to form a great
pattern.

HONORABLE MENTiON

3rd Place: Roger Baker –
Note that the only truly
diagonal elements are
shadows. How clever.

Editor’s Contest
Shades of Gray

Ellen Fountain

Ellen Fountain

Jackson Ordean

Laura Scheuffele
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Paint a landscape or still life
using colored neutrals as the
predominant tones. Insert
bright colors at the point of
interest. See the editorial in
this edition of Hot Press for
clarification. Send a jpeg
image of your effort to
Jeffrey.waters@comcast.net.

Opportunities
Workshops: Cole Gallery
“Winter Watercolor Cards & Miniatures”
with Denise Cole November 15.
“Intensive Color Theory” w/ Angela
Bandurka November 22-23. “Birch
Trees in the Snow” w/ Andy Eccleshall
December 6-7. More at:
www.coleartstudio.com.

Paint in “The City Of
Painters”
Plein Air in Collioure, France
May 10-16, 2015.
Recharge your artist’s spirit and your
paintbrush on this Make Every Day A
Painting Artist’s Retreat and Workshop.
We have found the perfect French

border, in between Marseilles, France
and Barcelona - about a 2 hour train
ride away. Package includes accommodations. May 10-16, Daily Painting
Workshop with Theresa & Cindy, Group
Dinner, Daily Breakfasts, Welcome
Reception, Farewell Party and more...
Prices may go up at least $200 on
December 4, 2014. Sign up early for
best rates & rooms. Price $2599 pp/do,
$2799 Single Standard, $3400 Single
Deluxe. Non-Artist Less $450 (pp/do).
Save $200 on our France trip if you sign
up for Spain Tour before December 3,
2014. MakeEveryDayA
Painting@yahoo.com.
Join Theresa Goesling and Cindy
Briggs as we return to the beautiful
Catalonia Coast and city of Barcelona to
paint Spain. May 3-10, 2015. Costa
Brava & Barcelona almost full. Call
Jackie with French Escapades to sign up
at 510-483-5713. Pricing starts at $2990
pp/do. MakeEveryDayAPainting@
yahoo.com.

Catherine Gill
2014/2015 Workshops

coastal village on the Mediterranean
sea – beaches, a castle, cafes, vineyards,
fishing boats, colorful architecture,
thriving galleries and shops are all just
steps away from your included accommodations. Our retreat is based in a
charming hotel in the center of it all
with a private walled garden, courtyard
and pool – you’ll be steps away from
beautiful painting subjects awaiting
your paintbrush and camera. Collioure
is on the coast of France near the Spain

Nov 18/19 – “Color in Landscape” Port
Townsend, WA, Northwinds Gallery.
Color and Mixed Media of Ooze (chalk
pastel into wet watercolor), intermediate, $180, max of 12.
Jan 24/25 – “Complements – The TwoHeaded Dragon” Ballard Studio Weekend Workshop, watercolor,
intermediate, $180, max of 12.

Mar 21/22 – “Hawaii Plein Air”
Honolulu Museum of Art School,
Hawaii. Mixed Media of Ooze, 2 days
plein air, $200. Contact Vince Hazen:
vhazen@honolulumuseum.org.
www.honolulumuseum.org
For all but Hawaiian workshop, contact
Cathe: cathe@catherinegill.com.
Fallbrook Art Center’s 2015 - World
of Watercolor call for entries for the
6th Annual Signature American
Watermedia Exhibition. Deadline
for Entries: November 21, 2014. Juror Stephen Quiller, AWS-DF, NWS, RMNW,
Society for Painters in Acrylic and
Casein. $10,000 in Cash & Merchandise
Awards. 760-728-1414.
info@fallbrookartcenter.org.
www.fallbrookartcenter.org.

Fabrio
Cembranelli
workshop
Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada. November
12 - 16, 2014 - $700.
For information,
please contact
Janice Blore at: janiceblore@gmail.com,
artescapesyvr.com.

Feb 21/22 – “Principle of Ooze” Ballard
Studio Weekend Workshop. Mixed media of Ooze (chalk pastel into wet watercolor), intermediate, $180, max of 12.
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Opportunities
Announcing our inaugural Juried Open Online Art Competition
and Exhibit for Artists working in both 2-dimensional and 3dimensional media. Artists from around the world are invited to
submit their best works for online exhibition and awards.

THE JUROR

Jeffrey L. Waters, Past President and
newsletter editor of NWWS will teach a
six-hour seminar entitled “Twenty Five
Things I Wish I Had Known Five Years
Ago”. This class is designed to cut five
years off of the watercolor learning
curve. Students will learn basic
techniques then move on to advanced
procedures that can take work to an
entirely new level. 11/8/2014. 10:00 –
3:00. Si View Community Center –
North Bend, WA. To register, call 425
831-1900. Jeffrey.waters@comcast.net

Painter and sculptor Barry Eisenach works out of his studio in
Arvada, Colorado. Colorado Institute of Art. After 23 years as an
illustrator and graphic designer he turned his attention to sculpting and painting.
Mr. Eisenach was featured in the January 2000 edition of Southwest Art Magazine
and the July/August 2008 and 2011 issues of Art of the West. He was elected to
membership in the Northwest Rendezvous Group in 2003 and is a juried Sculptor
Member of the National Sculpture Society.

ELiGiBiLiTY
Artists 18 years of age and older are eligible to enter the show. All artwork must be
original in both content and execution, and created solely by the entering artist,
without assistance from an instructor. Entries should be no more than two years
old. The following media are eligible for entry:
• Traditional fine-arts media (oil, pastel, watercolor, casein, gouache, acrylic,
encaustic, charcoal and other drawing media, collage, and mixed media, etc.).
• Sculpture

ENTRY FEES
Each artist may submit up to three images. The fees are $35 USD for the first image,
$20 USD for the second image, and $10 USD for the third image. Fees will be
collected and processed by www.OnlineJuriedShows.com as part of the entry
procedure.

ENTRY PROCEDURE:
Visit www.OnlineJuriedShows.com and download the prospectus

CALENDAR
Kathy Collins’ four-week watercolor
class series, October 30 through
November 20, at Tsuga Fine Art in
Bothell. Classes run from 10-12
Thursday mornings, fee $135. Kathy will
be demonstrating landscapes, city
scenes, figures, as well as a session on
colorful collage techniques.
www.kathycollinswatercolors.com.

Congratulations to our newest
signature members, Heidi Lambert,
Patricia Renner and Stephanie
Bower. Some of you may remember
Stephanie’s enlightened lecture on
perspective at the Samish Paint Out,
several years ago.
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Open for entry: Monday, September 1, 2014, 12 AM, PST
Entry deadline: Monday, November 10, 2014, 12 AM, PST
Juror selects 100 entries for exhibit: Week of November 15
Notification of acceptance: Week of December 1, 2014
Notification of winners: Week of December 17, 2014
Dates of Online Exhibit: December 1, 2014, through January 31, 2015

AWARDS AND BENEFiTS
First Prize: $1000 USD Second Prize: $700 USD Third Prize: $500 USD
Winners will be exhibited on their own separate web page in addition to the
general exhibition page. All artworks juried into the exhibition also receive the
following benefits:
• Publicity in the form of email marketing, social media, and announcement of the
event on the Puget Sound Group’s website.
• A separate web page for award winners.
• A link to each artist’s website.

Wiegardt on Watercolor
DON’T LOOK BACK!
As I have
written in the
past, any
painting, and
especially
watercolor, is a
matter of
disciplining the
mind as well as
learning
technique. How
we think as artists
is as important as the hand-eye
coordination we develop.
As in other media, many
watercolorists choose to use watercolor
in a very precise way by constructing
each shape separately in careful
controlled washes. This can be a very
effective technique with beautiful
results. However, watercolor is also a
medium, when encouraged that will
provide an extremely dynamic painting
experience resulting in powerfully
suggestive strokes with varying degrees
of edge quality. It is a symphony in
gesture. No other medium can produce
this to the same degree with the same
beauty. The intrinsic quality is

VISUAL PLEASURE FOR GENERATIONS

American Watercolor Society
2012 Gold Medal of Honor
SCHOOL OF PAINTING
WATERCOLOR WORKSHOPS
October 2014 for the Northwest
10/27-31, Long Beach, WA
Composition: Creating an Area of Dominance

From the Watercolor Store & School of Painting
October Special

Area of Dominance DVD, Full Paint Set
and Three Brush Set
November Special
Painting Loosely DVD and Signature Aprons
December Special
All Brushes on Special!
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
www.ericwiegardt.com and the new ARTISTS’
CONNECTION located under Workshops
Available: DVDs, Books, Art Supplies
Original Paintings, Giclees Prints & Lithographs

Box 1114 · Ocean Park, WA 98640

(360) 665-5976
www.ericwiegardt.com
watercolors@ericwiegardt.com

encouraged by the artist synthesizing
his or her emotions with the varying
degrees of water in the brush and on
the paper. It is achieved by feel and
intuition rather than analysis. The water
is encouraged to do the work.
I have found a helpful way in my
thinking that has produced paintings of
great satisfaction when using this
technique: Don’t look back! I try to
assume every stroke I make is correct
and that my intuition is correct. When I
sense what is needed, I don’t second
guess myself, but act confidently on the
stroke. This goes for color, value, shape,
and edge quality. Of course I have a
value study for guidance, but I watch
closely to what is happening on the
paper and let the painting determine
the direction I should go. I believe that
my intuition can be trusted, because I
am subconsciously drawing upon all my
previous painting experiences
culminating in the painting at hand.
But here is where this gets
interesting. Logically I know that I am
going to miss on some of my strokes
and feel I could have done better. I have
disciplined myself to not correct those
strokes though, but to forge ahead. In
the end, the painting has not suffered
from those mistakes and I will be glad

that I didn’t stop to correct.
Had I stopped, I am sure I would
have lost my momentum, slipped out of
the “zone”, over- corrected to where I
had a worse mess, and become
frustrated as I slipped out of my right
brain into the analytical left side. It is
hard to get back into the correct
thinking at this point. So the damage
done is not so much as what happened
to my painting, but rather to my
thinking.
An important point to remember is
that the success to a painting lies in the
totality of the message, not the
individual pieces. Many inaccuracies
can be imbedded in a painting and the
painting can be a masterpiece as long as
the totality holds up well. Take a closer
look at the work of Bonnard
(inaccuracies in drawing), any of the
Impressionists, Van Gogh, and even
Ruebens (I saw at the Uffizi in Florence
some poorly rendered faces in his
colossal paintings) and many others,
and yet none of the magnificence of the
paintings suffer. I have to keep this in
the forefront of my mind as I move
forward in the painting...it takes
fortitude, but it works!
Keep your brush wet!
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