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78th Annual
International Open Exhibition
it to be and climbed up on a wall to get the right
perspective. People and random objects were
edited out and the right side and foreground are
from her imagination. Bright sun brought out the
detail in the dramatic shadows and the result is a
painting inviting us to climb inside and relax.

We thank you!

Mark Mehaﬀey

Awards Reception
On April 26, 2018, Exhibition Co-Chairs and the
2018 juror, Mark Mehaﬀey, awarded $10,000 in cash
and merchandise to thirteen exceptional paintings
carefully selected from the fifty six watercolors on
exhibit. This year, paintings from twenty one U.S.
states and five foreign countries were represented
in the Mercer Gallery/Mercer Island Community
Center, Mercer Island, WA. The top four award
winning paintings and the People’s Choice Award
winner are shown in this edition of Hot Press.

People’s Choice Award
New this year was the “People’s Choice Award”
which was won by Donna Witty of Woodstock,
Illinois for her painting, Available Seating. She will
receive an award valued at $395.00. Donna’s painting was inspired by the outdoor patio of the
Whitegull Inn in Fish Creek, Wisconsin and the
intense influence of the red umbrellas on the
surrounding area. She went back several times in
order to catch the light exactly the way she wanted

We thank the incredibly talented artists who
submitted paintings for 2018 and whose participation is always the bedrock on which the NWWS exhibitions stand. Our sponsors contribute mightily
toward our success and their generosity is greatly
appreciated by NWWS and by the artists who
receive awards. Special thanks to the many who
enjoy volunteering in large or small ways to make
our exhibitions the best! And we thank our 2018
juror, Mark Mehaﬀey, who was a delight to have
with us as a distinguished juror, an excellent workshop instructor, and a fellow artist. Thank you, Mark,
for your contributions from beginning to end.

2019 Exhibition
The juror for the NWWS 2019 International Open
Exhibition will be internationally-recognized artist
and workshop instructor, Don Andrews
www.donandrewsstudio.com
See page 5 for the award-winning paintings

Upcoming Membership Meetings
September 25 and October 23
St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Redmond
6:45 Social Hour • 7:15 Meeting

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE | DEBBIE ROSKOPF
taking good care of business and I knew
I was going to fit in.
Now, as your new president, I’m working
with many of those very same people
and could not be happier to have such
terrific, kind, talented, and aware people
to work with. What a terrific year ahead
as we continue the work started last year
under president, Che Lopez (Thanks,
Che!)
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A few years ago, I was half an hour early
and my heart pounded as I attended my
first NWWS meeting. Silly, yes, but I did
feel conspicuous among strangers. The
positive energy in the room and
speakers were impressive and you could
feel it was well organized. Someone was

Since 1983

“Premier Destination Workshops!”
Remaining 2018 Offerings
Lian Zhen David Lobenberg
8/20 - 8/24
Bend, OR

Ward Stroud
9/27 - 8/31
Bend, OR

8/13 - 8/17 Bend, OR

Fabio Cembranelli
8/6 - 8/10 Bend, OR

Mary Whyte

9/13 - 9/15 Indy, IN

2019 Workshops
Karlyn Holman Cruise/Workshop

Please send all bills to:
Peggy Meyers
P.O. Box 50387
Bellevue, WA 98015-0387

Our NWWS website was a negative 5 for
5 on those questions and was truly
beginning to limp, so we’ll soon launch a
wonderful, easy to use website (and an
updated NWWS logo) that will make you
hug everyone on the board. A good
website is one of the most important
things we can do for both current and
new members. It is our organization’s
first impression, your hub for information
and it must be easily navigated, work
well on everyone’s mobile devices, and
stay current. We’re almost there and
we’re doing just that. You’re going to
love it.
Thanks for the opportunity to be a part
of a wonderful organization,

1/5-1/18 Gold Coast Australia & N.Caledonia

Alvaro Castagnet

4/24 - 4/26 & 4/28 - 4/30 Santa Barbara, CA

Please send new
memberships/changes
of address to:
Peggy Meyers
P.O. Box 50387
Bellevue, WA 98015-0387
peg5948@aol.com

As you’ve been reading since last year,
together, we’re examining almost
everything that uses precious, limited
volunteer hours. Is it still important?
Should it be updated? Can it be better?
Will it appeal to more members or new
people if we change it up a little? And
the most important question: Does it
help us all paint more, learn more, and
show more?

Herman Pekel

6/8 - 6/15
Paris/Versailles,
France
_____________
7/29 - 8/2 & 8/5 - 8/9
Bend, OR

Chinmaya Panda
8/19 - 8/23 Bend, OR

Michael Reardon
8/26 - 8/30 Bend, OR

Mary Whyte
7/9 - 7/11
Greenville, SC

Iain Stewart
8/12 - 8/16
Bend, OR

David Taylor

9/9 - 9/13
Santa Barbara, CA

Karlyn Holman Cruise/Workshop
10/20 - 11/8 TransAtlantic with 9 Countries

503-930-4572

www.artinthemountains.com
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Debbie Roskopf

New Signature
Members
Welcome new Signature
Members, Deborah Roskopf,
Redmond, WA and Kathy
Johnson, Seattle, WA.

Message from
Outgoing President
I would like to
thank every single
one of you for
your hard work
and dedication to
NWWS. I would
not have been
able to do it
without everyone
to really cover my
butt. I took the position knowing that my
boy was growing and moving, but I
didn’t quite know how long he would be
doing it for. He definitely is our forever
baby. With therapy and always working
with him on speech and motormovements it has been a challenge, on
top of my teaching / commissions
schedule. Oh yeah and Milagros my 8
year old, ha!
My term is over and Deborah Roskopf is
our new president. I am excited to see
and experience all the hard work YOU all
put in.
I raise my glass and salute you. NWWS is
stronger because of all of you. It has
been my honor to have made a little
dent in this amazing organization.
Gracias!

American Watercolor Society Gold Medal of Honor

New Book!

Painting Without A Net
Original Watercolors and Acrylics
WATERCOLOR WORKSHOPS
Long Beach, WA • July 9-13
Contact: watercolors@ericwiegardt.com
Lake Constance, Germany Plein Air • Sept. 15-29
Contact: watercolors@ericwiegardt.com
Landgrove, VT • October 15-18
Contact: vtinn@sover.net
Puyallup, WA • November 4- 8
Contact: khs8012@msn.com
Maui, HAWAII • January 20- 27, 2019
Contact: watercolors@ericwiegardt.com

www.ericwiegardt.com
(360) 665-5976
watercolors@ericwiegardt.com

OPPORTUNITIES
CHARLENE COLLINS FREEMAN
WORKSHOPS
Charlene Collins Freeman is offering
several workshops at her art school,
Cloud 9 in Bothell (www.cloud9arts
chool.com) starting in the fall.
Watercolors: from Ideas to Finished
Paintings – Tuesdays 9:30am 12:30pm September 25 - December 11,
2018. The Business Side of Being an
Artist – Wednesdays 6:00pm 8:00pm October 17 - December 12 (no
class on November 21). Classical
Drawing – Mondays 10:30am 12:30pm Ongoing (starts in September)
For more information and to register
visit https://charlenecollinsfreeman.com/
workshops/.

COLLECTIVE MEMBER
OPENINGS
The Art Gallery of SnoValley has
openings for a few Collective
members. The potential member must
be juried in by the current Collective
members. Currently, the cost of being a
Collective member is $84 per month
with no commission on work sold. There
is also a requirement for each member to
work a minimum of 15 hours per
month in the store (in 3 to 6-hour shifts),
plus attendance at Collective events and
meetings. The gallery is open 7 days per
week from 11 to 6 during the summer
and then after Labor Day, 11-5.
This is a wonderful opportunity for
someone that loves to talk with visitors
about the Pacific Northwest from all over
the world, as the Snoqualmie Falls bring
many visitors to the town of
Snoqualmie. If you are interested in
learning more please contact Charlene
Burley at charlene.burley@gmail.com or
CoCo Mills at cocooffer@yahoo.com.

FRYE ART MUSEUM GALLERY
GUIDES
The Frye Art Museum is recruiting new
Gallery Guides for 2018-19 (September
2018-August 2019). Serving as museum
ambassadors, our Gallery Guides
welcome and engage with visitors by
leading guided interactive tours. You can
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find more information about the Frye’s
Gallery Guide program on our website.

1ST ANNUAL JURIED ART
SHOW
The Mt. Si Artist Guild, in conjunction
with the Art Gallery of SnoValley, is
looking for artists for it’s very first juried
art show! Che Lopez, watercolor artist
and the past President of the Northwest
Watercolor Society and signature
member, will be our juror. The call for art
is live at www.callforentry.org/
festivals_unique_info.php?ID=5461.
Check out the prospectus for details.
Cash prizes! The call will be officially
open to accept entries June 8.
Questions contact Leslie at
lesliekreherart@gmail.com or through
the website www.MtSiArtistGuild.org. .

WORKING WITH YOUR
DIGITAL IMAGES

Molly Murrah will be giving a 2-hour mini workshop
titled “Working With Your Digital Images” at the
Bellevue Daniel Smith store on August 18, 2018
from 11:00-1:00pm. Cost of the workshop is $40.
If you’re an artist who is unsure about preparing files
for exhibition entry; doesn’t understand various file
formats available; doesn’t know about helpful online
tools for color correcting and organizing/storing your
images, etc., this workshop is for you.
To register for this very informative mini
workshop, call Daniel Smith in Bellevue at
(425) 643-1781 or email Cindy Valdez at
cindy.valdez@danielsmith.com. A PDF of the full
presentation will be provided to all attendees.

EDITORIAL | JEFF WATERS
for Mother’s Day.
He had indicated that it need not be
framed as his wife likes to frame the
work that hangs in their home but I
couldn’t just hand him a piece of paper!
Of course, I matted and framed it
explaining that it could easily be lifted
out.
He requested a personalized letter of
authenticity. I addressed it to his wife.

Painting Someone Else’s
Vision
Commission work is always challenging.
The client selects the subject and often
the treatment he/she wants. It may not
be your vision!

As always, when I accepted the
commission, I emphasized, that he was
under no obligation to purchase the
resulting work.
He came to the house and took Carol
and me to lunch. Then it was time to
unveil the painting, which I had draped
on a stand in our living room. I was
nervous.
He was thrilled.
He was
particularly
pleased that I
had perfectly
captured the
shape of the
family
members. He
loved the color
scheme.
As agreed, he
handed me
$1,000.

I recently completed this painting,
commissioned by a real estate agency
owner. It depicts his family on the beach
at Haystack Rock, a near-holy place for
him. His instructions were very specific.
Place the family on the beach, by the
rock, at sunset, backlit by the setting sun.
Emphasize the blue and gold colors of
the scene. (In the final painting, I
darkened the figures, slightly. This photo
was taken prior to that edit.)
I completed many drawings, rearranging
the family members and varying sizes of
the main elements. I painted several
small studies and three large drafts
before completing one I liked. I worked
on the project while on the trip to
Canyon de Chelly because he wanted it

I encourage
you to paint
commission work. While challenging, it
can advance your art. It can also be
lucrative.

This just in…
Your editor has a beautiful new
website! Crafted by, fifteen-year-old,
Henry Stelle, son of my Episcopal
priest, it is easy to edit and add
photos. Henry knows what he’s
doing! I’m using some of the
editorials as blogs.
watersonwatercolor.com is receiving
final touches but is fully functional.
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SKILLSHARE – If you’re interested in
short, creative videos on a wide variety
of topics, take a look at
www.skillshare.com. You’ll find an
abundance of watercolor classes as well
as photography, illustration,
entrepreneurial guidance, productivity
and much more. The free plan allows you
access about 1,900 classes but you can
upgrade and view over 21,000. You can
also become one of their teachers.
OFF TO FLORIDA! As you know, NWWS
has been redesigning our website for
several months, and the design is now
packing it’s bag and moving to the
developer’s digs in Florida. About 30
days after you’re reading this we hope
the new website will be live or really,
really close to it. You’re going to love it!
OVERLAKE HOSPITAL (BELLEVUE)
DISPLAY AND SALES – This is a terrific
opportunity to display and sell your
work. 3 times per year, led by Charlene
Burley (thank you!) a new exhibit of
about 30 paintings is installed on the 5th
floor, South Tower, Post-Surgery unit. To
participate, you must be a member in
good standing and your painting an
original painted by you. E-Mail Charlene
by JULY 21st, 2018
(Charlene.Burley@gmail.com) if you’re
interested, and you must include a photo
of your original. Sales are quite common,
with 10% of the proceeds going to the
Overlake Hospital Foundation. The next
hanging is Sunday, July 29th. Find
additional information, including the
release forms, at nwws.org under
“Exhibitions”.
DIG A LITTLE DEEPER into
DanielSmith.com. Find “Blogs”, then
“Blog Index”. You’ll find a long list of
clickable blog articles. Some are
technical, some about the fine
watercolors that Daniel Smith
manufactures, and many are
instructional and should keep you
reading and painting for days. We
watched Carla OConnor create glowing
paintings at our May meeting, working
on paper “tinted” with gold gesso or the
gold Daniel Smith Watercolor Ground, so
you might watch start with the twominute video under “Watercolor Ground:
Tint/Tone your Surface”.

OPEN SHOW RESULTS

1ST PLACE AWARD, MATTHEW BIRD –
NOT INTERESTED

2ND PLACE AWARD, LEE ALLEN –
GENTRY

3RD PLACE AWARD, KATE AUBERY –
THAT LOOK

PEOPLE’S CHOICE, DONNA WITTY –
AVAILABLE SEATING

PURCHASE AWARD, Z FENG –
MOUNTAIN MAN #7
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We’re excited about our new exhibition format!
Hopefully, many of you have seen our Waterworks Unplugged “teaser” ads in the last two
issues of “Hot Press” announcing the name change of our popular Waterworks Membership
Exhibition. We have been listening to our members and, as a result, have adapted our
rules for accepted paintings in this exhibition. By reducing the tight restrictions on how
paintings are displayed, we hope those of you who don’t like framing your art under glass will
feel the breath of fresh air we bring to this special exhibition dedicated to our amazing
member artists.
To embrace the trend away from traditional matting and framing under glass and to allow a
more personal connection to viewers, accepted paintings will no longer be required to be
matted and framed under glass. As the 2018 prospectus states, “You have a choice: protect
your painting under glass or “unplug” and use a diﬀerent method with an equally professional, gallery ready presentation. We share our members’ and exhibition venue’s enthusiasm
for this new trend.”
Here are the framing options for presenting your artwork if you are accepted into the 2018
Waterworks Unplugged Membership Exhibition:
Framed with mat and glass – Mat must be white or nearly white only. A thin colored liner is
acceptable. If painting is shipped, Plexiglas must be substituted for glass.
Framed without mat and glass –A waterproof coating or protective sealant is required. All
painting edges must be finished with no staples or other hardware visible.
Framed using our Framing Program – Artwork can be shipped and rolled in a mailing tube,
and framed at Tsuga Fine Art & Framing for the duration of the exhibit. Details and costs of
this option will be sent to accepted artists.
ALL paintings must have a professional appearance – Paintings must be ready for hanging
with a stable wire. No saw-tooth hangers permitted.
Also for the first time this year, we will allow paintings to be executed on Aquabord or
clayboard. These substrates were restricted in the past, but since they were created specifically for watermedia paintings, there is no reason to restrict them any longer. We’re very
happy to also announce this change in our exhibition rules. One caveat, however… paintings
executed directly on canvas will still be disallowed.
So, NWWS members… embrace the current trend and see how your artwork can take on a
brand new look, cost less to frame, and – without the glass barrier between your art and
viewers – hopefully sell more easily in our Waterworks Unplugged Exhibitions. We look
forward to implementing these exciting changes in the year ahead!
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A 4-DAY WORKSHOP
October 22–25, 2018
DATES:

October 22–25, 2018

TIME:

9:00 am – 4:00 pm

LOCATION:

Northlake Unitarian
Universalist Church
308 4th Avenue South
Kirkland, WA 98033

REGISTRATION: Opens early July, 2018
Limit 22 participants
TUITION:

$425 for NWWS members
$525 for non-members

CANCELLATION: All cancellations are subject to a
$50 cancellation fee. If cancellation is received within
30 days of the workshop, deposit is forfeited unless
space can be filled from the waiting list.

ABOUT LINDA DALY BAKER
As a full time artist, exhibition juror and
workshop instructor, Linda Baker creates
exquisite watercolors that capture
extraordinary light while transforming
recognizable subjects almost to
abstractions. Teaching nationally and
internationally, her work has appeared
in the Splash series, American Artist,
The Artist Magazine, L’Aquarelle and
Watercolor Magazine. She is a signature
member of the American Watercolor
Society, the National Watercolor Society,
the San Diego Watercolor Society and
many others, and she has twice been
featured in the Shenzhen International
Watercolor Biennial.

WORKSHOP
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Linda Daly Baker, AWS-df, NWS, TWSA

“Master Mentoring”
Linda’s unique workshop is all about YOU!
included in several
This workshop
is guaranteed
of the Splash books
to be a time
and was recently
of personal
featured in Masters
growth and
of Watercolor
development!
(published in
You may work in
Russia) and has two
whatever style
instructional videos
and watermedia
through Creative
you prefer
Catalyst Productions.
while receiving
Her paintings have
individual
won awards from
Double Shadows II, by Linda Daly Baker
attention during
AWS, NWS, and
the week. This workshop is designed for
Watercolor West, and her work has recently
the participant who feels they have had
been collected by a museum in China.
enough ‘how-to’ and wants to spend
Linda is a sought after juror and workshop
serious time exploring and developing
instructor and has taught recently in Turkey,
their own style; finding their unique
China, and France.
____________________________
voice and vision. Including a one on
one consultation with each participant
This workshop will be four days,
for personalized mentoring and short
group discussions on art related subjects October 22-25, 2018. Tuition is $425
for NWWS members, $525 for nonalong with thought provoking slide
members. Online registration will
presentations round out the week.
begin early July, 2018.
Linda Daly Baker is a signature member
To view more of Linda’s artwork and to
of AWS-df, NWS and TWSA, to mention
read additional information about the
a few. Her work has been published in
workshop, please visit the Workshops page
many periodicals including L’Aquarelle
at NWWS.org. SIGN UP SOON!
and Watercolor Magazine. Linda is

ONLINE REGISTRATION ONLY!
Go to NWWS.org. Click on Workshops link under Events & Workshops.

A $100.00 deposit will be required at registration to reserve your space. Workshop
registrations will be accepted in the order they are received. You will be notified upon
acceptance or if you are put on our waiting list.
Have questions? Email co-chair Molly Murrah at molly@mollymurrah.com or you can call her
at 425-822-6552.

10

STORES
Visiting Artists • 2018
ANGUS MCEWAN
IN SEATTLE
WATERCOLOR
• Free Demo! July 15,
11am-1pm

JEAN PEDERSON
IN SEATTLE
WATERCOLOR
• Free Demo! Sept. 8,
11am-1pm

• 2-Day Workshop: July 16-17,
10:30am-4:30pm, $250

• 2-Day Workshop: Sept. 9-10,
10:30am-5pm, $250

• 3-Day Workshop: July 18-20,
10:30am-4:30pm, $375

• 3-Day Workshop: Sept. 11-13,
10:30am-5pm, $375

IAIN STEWART
IN SEATTLE / NEW DATES
WATERCOLOR
• 1-Day Workshop: Sketchbook
to Studio-Painting Light July
31, 10:30am-4:30pm, $125

GEORGIA MANSUR IN
SEATTLE
WATERCOLOR
• Free Demo! Sept. 23,
11am-1pm

• 2-Day Workshop: Sketchbook
to Studio-Painting Light
August 1-2, 10:30am-4:30pm,
$250

BRENDA SWENSON
IN SEATTLE
WATERCOLOR
• Free Demo! August 11,
11am-12:30pm
• 3-Day Workshop: August 1214, 10:30am-4:30pm, $375
• 3-Day Workshop: August 1517, 10:30am-4:30pm, $375

RON STOCKE
IN SEATTLE
WATERCOLOR
• 2-Day Workshop: August 2526, 10:30am-5pm, $250

Call Stores for
details or to register.

• 1-Day Workshop:
TEXTURE EXTRAVAGANZA!
Sept. 24, 10:30am-5pm, $125
• 2-Day Workshop: FABULOUS
FLORALS Sept. 25-26,
10:30am-5pm, $250

JEAN HAINES IN SEATTLE
WATERCOLOR
• 2-Day Workshop #1:
Oct. 22-23 SOLD OUT
• 2-Day Workshop #2:
Oct. 24-25 SOLD OUT

Courtyard – Doge’s Palace, Venice: Thomas W Schaller, Watercolor, 30” x 22”

• Free Demo! Oct. 26,
1pm-3pm

THOMAS SCHALLER
IN SEATTLE
WATERCOLOR
• Free Demo! Nov. 3, 11am-1pm
• 2-Day Workshop: “Architecture
in Light” Nov. 4-5, 10:30am5pm, $250

• 2-Day Workshop #3:
Oct. 27-28 SOLD OUT
• 2-Day Workshop #4:
Oct. 29-30 SOLD OUT

• 2-Day Workshop: “Architecture
in Light”
Nov. 6-7, 10:30am-5pm, $250
• 2-Day Workshop:
“Architecture in Light”
Nov. 8-9, 10:30am-5pm, $250

SEATTLE STORE

BELLEVUE/REDMOND STORE

4150 First Avenue South • (206) 223-9599
Two miles south of Safeco Field

15112 NE 24th Street • (425) 643-1781
Northeast of the Overlake Sears

www.danielsmithstores.com
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!";%1<(%/4=+";%/$--$!8+%!+0!+**).)#0+-!34!-+$7(!2(--%!+0*!)%!!!!!!
!!!)0.($;8+07(+,-(6!!<$(+.!+%!+!.$+=(-!'+-(..(6!
!">$?4&%@/$"A*B*=+"C3%'!").%!%0&7-/!)0!.8(!;(0.($!+0*!+--#2%!"#$!!
!!!5&-.)'-(!'+)0.)07!'$#>(;.%6!!?+%)-/!2+%8(*!)0!+!%)0@6!
!"DE51%-*4="F44</$-!)%!)0;-&*(*!2).8!(+;8!A$(5)&5!A+-(..(!%/%.(5B!!
!!!;#-#$!;8#);(%C!'+-(..(!;-(+0)07!+0*!;+$(C!;#-#$!.8(#$/C!.)'%!"#$!'+-(..(!!
!!!&%(C!;#-#$!.$+).%!+0*!5#$(!
!";%*=-%@/$"7%@$/0"+$(!'$#=)*(*!"#$!(+%/!)*(0.)");+.)#0!#"!;#-#$%!!
!"A5/-*./$"?*B*=+"%3$%0G!,#.8!-)*%!+$(!'($"(;.!"#$!(D.$+!5)D)07!+$(+%!
!
HEE*-*4=%/"A*B*=+"C3%'0I";%1<(%/4=+";%/$--$0"%=E"7%@$/0"?%'"@$".531,%0$E!
!
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!!!"#$%&'(&#)*%++%",-&....#$%&'(&#)*%++%/0&)'*",-&"

12

!

Winslow Art Center
278 Winslow Way E.
Suite 205
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
Text: 206-715-6663

https://www.winslowartcenter.com/
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EDITOR’S CONTEST WINNERS
Only four entries. Apparently, everyone is outside, painting. Thank you to those who entered.

1st Place: Laura Scheuffele
2nd Place: Rober Baker

LATE ENTRY FROM
LAST ISSUE

Bob Hannah
3rd Place: Holly Meeker Rom

Honorable Mention: Laura
Scheuffele

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER EDITOR’S CONTEST
Paint a still life. Choose several objects from your home or yard,
arrange them artfully and have at it!
Send your completed work to jeffrey.waters@comcast.net
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Tammie Dupuis
Gold Grant Scholarship Winner 2018
We are pleased to
announce Tammie
Dupuis as the
recipient of this
year’s $2500 Gold
Grant Award
Scholarship,
awarded by the
Northwest
Watercolor
Foundation, which
is associated with
the Northwest
Watercolor Society.
Tammie was
honored at a dinner hosted by the Foundation Board of
Directors, following which the scholarship was presented at
the general meeting of the Northwest Watercolor Society,
held in Bellevue WA on April 24, 2018.
Ms. Dupuis is a Junior, pursuing a Bachelor of Fine Art
Degree at the Cornish College of the Arts in Seattle. She has
also studied at the Gage Academy of Art and for many years
had a career as an in-house digital graphic designer.
She describes herself as a representational narrative painter
who also paints still life and works on sculptures created
with non-traditional materials. The scholarship jury was
impressed with her thoughtful description of the symbolism
in her painting “Original Sin” and the cohesive style shown in
her five pieces of art.
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How to Draw
DVD Review by Jeff Waters
of drawing, various methods of
rendering a subject, perspective,
materials and color theory. The most
helpful was his method of breaking
down the object into basic shapes;
squares, rectangles, circles, triangles and
trapezoids, then rounding the sharp
corners. A strong vertical line serves as
the scaffolding for the structure. Draw
these shapes in lightly then erase them
once the object is rendered. While I was
familiar with this
process, I never
fully appreciated
the power of the
idea.

I recently purchased the six-volume,
eighteen-hour, video disk set, How to
Draw by University of Washington art
professor, David Brody. (Available from
Great Courses for approximately $75.) It
has completely changed my approach to
sketching and drafting.
Vastly more than a simple drawing
course, it delves deeply into the history

For my class at the
Washington
Correction Center
for Women, I
introduced this
technique to a
group of students
with little or no art
experience. The
results were
astonishing!

technique to draw a wine bottle. It
consists of three rectangles, a triangle
and an oval all centered on a vertical line
located by drawing crossing diagonals in
the large rectangle that is the body of
the bottle.

I began the class by
using the

I set up a display with a tall pitcher, a
small bowl and a bronze statue of a
seated rabbit intentionally selecting
objects of escalating complexity. I
assumed they would start with the
pitcher and work their way up to the
rabbit.
Wrong! They all went immediately to the
rabbit. The completed drawings were
amazingly accurate and very powerful.
Some added shading and cross contour
lines to round out the form. Some
completed the drawing as a watercolor
painting. The excitement in the room
was palpable.
“I didn’t know I could do that!”
“If I had just tried to draw the bunny, it
never would have worked.”
I wish I could have photographed the
students’ drawings, but I must check my
phone into a locker before I enter the
facility.
Note to video librarian: This would be a
great addition to our collection.
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A Brush with Art
Northwest Watercolor Society
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