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“I only paint one thing - the effect
of light. If I can do that, then anything
worthy of being painted will appear on
my paper or canvas - a tree, a forest, a
mountain. It will have been worthy
because of the unique river of light and
shadow that flowed across it for that
one brief hour or two. Sargent, Homer,
Renoir and most of the Impressionists
are my chosen mentors. I am awed by
their vision and work to reach even an
approximation of their ability.”
Michele Cooper has been teaching
watercolor for over 25 years in the
Pacific Northwest. You can find quotes
by Michele on Robert Genn’s The
Painter’s Keys website which is the
Resource of Art Quotations Her work
is featured in The Ultimate Guide to
Painting from Photographs and Gary
Greene’s Artists’ Photo Reference:

Mike Svob
is the juror for
the 69th
Annual Open
Exhibit. He will
speak and
paint at the
April meeting
and teach a
workshop
April 27-May 1.
Registration
form is available at www.nwws.org –
members section under “events.”
This year, he is celebrating his 27th
year as a professional artist.
Outstanding artistic achievements
include mastering watercolors, acrylics
and oils. An impressionist whose

Buildings and Barns, both published
by North Light Books.
Her workshops have been
sponsored by Coupeville Art Center, La
Conner Art Workshops, Kirkland Arts
Center, Skagit Valley College, the NW
Studio and many art groups and
societies.
Her diversity of work includes
marine subjects, still life, figures and
landscape. She has been making art
and learning to see with an artist’s eye
all her life. Watercolor and gouache
followed her
original work in oil
and acrylic. “My
oils beckon from a
corner of the
studio, and I do
take them
sometimes on
location in better
weather. But I
never seem to get
past the open
palette of
watercolors on my
painting table

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

UPCOMING MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

March 24 with featured speaker Michele Cooper · April 28 with featured speaker Mike Svob
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church · 6:45 Social Hour · 7:15 Meeting.
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NWWS was
founded in 1939.
We’re into our 70th
year and starting
to plan for our
75th Anniversary.
The possibilities
are endless, and
the excitement of
determining what
projects we will be
able to do is wonderful! Of course we
will want very special jurors for our
shows that year, as well as very special
venues for the shows. We’re
investigating the possibility of putting
together videos of some of our
members that could be used on
television or for other events. We’re
thinking about displays at galleries and
art stores throughout the United States
and Canada. We will most likely have a
banquet or two. The sky’s the limit! If
you have ideas for projects, let me
know. We want all of your ideas and
we’ll look forward to working with all
of you on the celebration.
We are starting to recruit for next
year’s NWWS Board of Directors.
Many members of the board are

continuing, which is wonderful. There
are still some spots to fill, and for those
of you who are interested this is a
wonderful way to get to know some of
your fellow artists and feel more a part
of the organization.
When you’re the President of an
organization, you receive many, many
requests for information . . .”I bought a
painting twenty years ago by an artist
named June Jones, can you tell me if
she’s still alive and where I can contact
her?” . . . “I give color theory classes
and would love to present at your
members’ meeting.” One I received
recently was about some floral
paintings by Marjorie Bruce that are for
sale. They are very lovely, and if
anyone is interested, the contact
information is
drdonaldgrim@gmail.com or call 509669-2995. I do pay attention to these
requests and forward them to the
person who can best decide how to
handle the request All of you out there
make life very interesting for me!
Thank you.
Sheila Mattick
mattick1@gmail.com

Editorial
Widening the Search
In our quest for
information about
our craft, we may
overlook the
obvious – the
internet. I have
been collecting
sites that offer free
demonstrations.
Some of these
feature video clips. Others offer
textbook-like pages. My favorite are the
speed painting demonstrations where
the images have been greatly
accelerated to show the complete
painting process in two or three
minutes. These can be surprisingly
instructional. Others show painting at
normal speed.
Many are longer, teaser lessons to
induce you to buy the artists full-length

videos. All contain valuable information. You can search Google by key
words. Try “Free Watercolor Videos”.
The four sites listed below may
require a little internal navigation to
find what you want but all are valuable
resources.
1. youtube.com – This is the holy
grail. Simply type “Watercolor” in the
search box and a long list of options
appears. Click “Watercolor Tutorial”
for recorded demonstrations. You can
proceed to the next set by clicking the
numbers at the bottom of the page.
2. watercolorpainting.com –
This is a rather messy site but has lots
of good stuff. There is a connection to
thecardermethod.com. At the end of
his video, he demonstrates a
proportional divider. This is an ancient
but ingenious device for scaling your
drawings. I’m building one.
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3. jerrysartarama.com – Click
on “Free Art Lessons” then
“Watercolor”. The material may strike
some as basic but I found some
valuable tips.
4. Cheapjoes.com –Click on
“Artist’s Community” then “Joe Miller
Video Quick Lessons”. These are very
good little snippets delivered by Joe,
himself and filled with helpful tips. I
have E-mailed him asking for access to
back editions.
Let me know if you find sites you
like.

once I’m in the studio.”
Michele Cooper is a signature
member of the Northwest Watercolor
Society, Women Painters of
Washington and National Collage
Society. Her work is in collections
throughout the United States, Canada,
Japan and Europe.

Paint boldly! Watercolor
senses fear.
Jeffrey Waters
Letters to the editor welcome. Jeffrey.
waters@comcast.net. The thoughts and
opinions expressed in this editorial are
those of the writer and do not necessarily represent any position of NWWS.

Waterworks!
The 2009 Waterworks members’
show will be held at the Kaewyn
Gallery in Bothell, WA. from midOctober to mid-November (dates are
being finalized as we go to press).
Artists’ reception and awards will be
Thursday, Oct. 29. Christopher Schink
will be the juror. His website is
www.christopherschink.com.
Schink’s workshop will be from
Oct. 26-30 Monday through Friday. He
will be the speaker for our October
membership meeting Tuesday,
October 27.
Kaewyn Gallery
10101 Main Street
Bothell, WA 98011
425-483-7385

Overlake Hospital Venue
A new opportunity has opened for
NWWS painters to show their work at
various locations in Overlake Hospital
in Bellevue. This is a wonderful
collaboration between our talented
painters and Overlake whereby we can
provide art in several locations for the
enjoyment of patients, visitors and
staff. There are at least three locations
and possibly more that will be ours to
fill, allowing over 70 paintings to be
shown. There will be a quarterly
rotation of new work. This opportunity
will be open to all members of
NWWS. Painting subject matter
should be upbeat, light, colorful, restful
and feature landscapes or floral
subjects.
At least three volunteers are
needed to manage the displays as
these are in sensitive areas like postsurgical recovery and patient
discharge. Please contact Linda Dunn
at 206-459-6155 if you want to help

with this project.
In the past, the opportunity to show
at the hospital has been open only to
the NWWS Board which has reported
sales as a result of the exposure.
Because of the recent expansion of the
hospital, the space for our paintings
has more than tripled providing the
opportunity for a much larger number
of artists to participate. We will be
refining the details shortly.

MIKE SVOB
Continued from page 1

work is easily identified by his
signature use of strong bold color, Mike
has had over 65 exhibitions and has
produced 25 large scale murals
throughout North America.
Mike studied at the University of
Western Ontario. He is a past president
of the Federation of Canadian Artists
and is also a senior member of this
society. As an award-winning artist,
leading teacher and workshop
instructor, Mike strongly believes that
sharing knowledge among fellow
artists and art students provides only
positive results for all.
His paintings are held in many
private and corporate collections
throughout the world. His work has
been featured in International Artist
magazine and Magazine Art. He is also
the author of Paint Red Hot Landscapes
That Sell! published by International
Artist.

Ad vent ure Puglia

Giovinazzo.

Tr ip s for th e ad ven tu r eso me ar ti st

A diffe re nt kind of to ur. A diffe re nt pa rt of Italy.
8 day visit - 7 nights lodging. Dates subject to change, other can be arranged.

Spring 1: April 18 - 26
Spring 2: May 30 - June 7*
Fall 3: September 27-Oct 4
Fall 4: October 11-18

Waterworks Chairman:
Cricket Crockett
Woodinville, WA
Cricket1crockett@aol.com
425-483-9106
Workshop Chairman:
Alix Despard
Kirkland, WA
acdespard@aol.com
425-889-0757

Must register 4 (*6) weeks prior Group size: 5,to 8

Alberobello

Package 1: Economy $1,300.00 usd
Package 2: Full service $2,000.00 usd
Call for details: K L Wright 425 761 9609

www.ad vent ur epuglia .com
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Member News
The art of Pat Hitchens, (NWWS and
Women Painters of Washington), can
be seen at Macy’s Art Gallery in
downtown Seattle, 16001 3rd Avenue
(6th floor). Pat’s solo show includes
luscious watercolor and silk paintings
depicting her unique style. The show
will be on exhibit through the end of
February.

solo shows - May: Aurora Gallery, 1004
Main St., Vancouver, Washington. June:
Cole Gallery, 107 5th Ave. Opening
June 13th.
Linda Dunn has just published a
book of her largely plein air
watercolors in collaboration with her
friend, Kevin Osborne, whose
wonderful poems accompany the
paintings. The book is called Red Red
Grass and can be seen at
www.blurb.com/books/569247.
Molly LeMaster’s watercolor painting
titled Lee’s Nasturtiums won Best of
Show in the Art Merchant International
juried show this month.

Ascendance by Cindy Briggs

Cindy Briggs’, (NWWS) painting
Ascendance recently was awarded the
National Arts Central Watercolor and
Pastel Show Daniel Smith Award at the
6th annual exhibition in Bend, Oregon.
Bev Jozwiak (NWS, NWWS,
Watercolor West) has two upcoming

Patsy Surh O’Connell’s painting,
America-Red, White, Blue, Black and
Yellow was accepted for the First
Response Exhibition sponsored by Pen
and Brush www.penandbrush.org.

Membership Roster and
Roster Addendum are now
available to registered NWWS
members under “Member
Info” on the web site.

Art on the Water
The Center for Wooden Boats, Seattle
Nicholas Simmons began painting in Sarasota, Florida and studied
with many well-known watercolorists, most notably Valfred Thelin
and Barbara Nechis. He quickly developed a bold original style and
enjoyed much early success. He has earned a reputation as one of the
most exciting contemporary watermedia artists on the scene. His work
is revered by fellow artists and is held in public and private collections
throughout the United States and abroad. In 2007, he won top prize
at the NWS 87th Annual Exhibition. www.nicholassimmons.com
Date: April 20 – 23
Time: 9:30 am – 4:00 pm
Cost: $495 members/$540 non-members Medium: Watermedia
Level: Beginner to Advanced
Limit: 15 students
The workshop will concentrate on concepts and techniques unique to
Nicholas: diversity in subject matter; large scale painting; fluid acrylic
used as transparent watercolor; unusual textures such as Nicholas’
popular “batik” technique; computer-aided design (no computer
required for students); composition; poured watercolor; and creative
photography for obtaining unconventional reference shots. Nicholas’
professional music background brings a unique perspective to his
methods, attitude, and teaching.
Contact: Mareth Warren 206-706-3442 marethw@comcast.net
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American Frame
Corporation
When you purchase frames and
framing supplies from American
Frame Corporation and tell them you
are a member of NWWS, they donate
5% of your order to us! This rebate
funds the American Frame awards
given at our Annual Open Exhibition
and Waterworks. So, the more you buy,
the bigger the award you may win!
See their products at www.american
frame.com or call 1-800-537-0944 for
their catalog.

Stick It!

Corrections
MIVAL Holiday Show. Wanda
Hughes received the Third Place
award and an Honorable Mention
for her second painting. Don
Stewart received a Special
Honorable Mention award.
New DVD’s – Hot Press stated that
artist Susan Harrison Tustain, who
donated the DVD’s is from Australia. She lives in New Zealand.

Che Lopez of Daniel Smith
demonstrated their new Watercolor
Sticks for your editor. This is a
wonderful new product with unlimited
possibilities. Each stick is pure pigment
and is the equivalent of 1 ½ to 2 tubes
of paint. (See Daniel Smith ad in this
edition).

You can draw on dry paper like a
crayon then smooth with a damp
brush to blend or sketch on wet paper
for an extremely smooth, buttery
stroke. Try passing a wet brush over
the end of the stick, similar to pan
colors, to load it for painting.
A Lyra pencil sharpener will yield a
fine point. Save the shavings to blend
with water for paint. The Quin Coral
and Hansa Yellow Medium combine to
yield a lovely skin tone.
Currently, they are sold in a set of
six colors. Others will be added soon
and sold separately.
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Opportunities
For Sale
Logan Mat Cutter, model 450 - $95 ($150
new) Nearly new with extra cutting blades.
Includes straight and bevel cutting heads.
Call Espi Grundy at 206-323-5805

Frank Webb - Let’s Learn to
Make Design the Subject of Our
Paintings
Level: Beginner to Intermediate - 4/1519/2009 - $635 - Coupeville Arts Center www.coupevillearts.org.

Jacqui Beck - Expressive Acrylic
Painting
Rainier Valley Cultural Center, 3515 S
Alaska Street, Seattle 98118. Thursday &
Friday March 5 & 6 (10:00 to 4:00) [$135].
Monday - Friday April 6-10 (10:00 to 4:00)
[$325] - jacqui@ jacquibeck.com or call
206-325-7267.
Kathy Collins, ‘Other People’s Lives’

Kathy Collins Workshop
Kathy Collins will teach a workshop in
March and classes starting in April at
Kaewyn Gallery, 10101 Main St, Bothell.
Workshop: Saturday, March 14th, 10:30 - 4,
$95. Classes: Tuesdays, 10AM -12:30 PM,
starting April 7th - 6 weeks, $120, all skill
levels. Register by email: kathy.collins2@
comcast.net or call 206-399-524. View her
work at www.kathycollinswatercolors.com.

Art on the Water Workshops
Center for Wooden Boats is excited to
announce the new lineup for the “Art on
the Water” workshops for 2009. Seven
fabulous artists-instructors will gather at
CWB’s docks to inspire and instruct
students at every level of ability. The
programs will include watercolor, aqueous
mixed media, gouache, drawing and oil.
Contact Mareth Warren marethw@
comcast.net prior to registering to make
sure there is space available in the
workshop.

Donna Watson - Five day
workshop
May 4-8, 2009 in Sedona, AZ.
www.sedonaartscenter.com or
www.donnawatsonstudios.com.

Picture Source Framing
Picture Source provides artwork and
framing in the Northwest. Located in the
Georgetown neighborhood of Seattle, they
have a large showroom and a great design
and framing team that can help you with
designing and framing your artwork. They
can offer you a 40% discount off the retail
price in custom framing. You can find
examples of their stock moldings and
framing designs at their website at
http://www.picture-source.com .
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Molly LeMaster Demonstration
Molly LeMaster will be doing two demos at
the Daniel Smith Seattle store on March
22nd - at 12:00 and at 2:00. The demos will
be textures in watercolor paintings,
specifically painting underwater reef-type
scenes.

Northwest Collage Society
March 3 – April 5, 2009 at Parklane Gallery,
130 Park Lane, Kirkland WA. 425-827-1462.
www.parklanegallery.com. Opening
reception - Thursday, March 12 from 6:008:00 pm at Parklane Gallery during the
evening of the Kirkland Art Walk.

Mixed Media
Workshop
Ruth Glenn Little will teach
mixed-media colored
pencil and watercolor
Tuesdays from 4-7 PM at
Daniel Smith Bellevue
classroom. The classes, in
March and April, will focus
on creating a wax resist
image with Prismacolor
pencils and a batik effect
background.
w.ruthglennittle.com - 206300-6633

Subject Material
10-inch, 300-dpi versions
of photos, to be
transmitted via email, at
$10 each www.aphototopaint.com.

Call to Artists
Parklane Gallery’s 17th
Annual Miniature Show.
May 5 -31, 2009. Entries
due April 28, 2009.

Prospectus available at
www.parklanegallery.com. 130 Park Lane,
Kirkland, WA 98033. For further
information, contact Shan Koenig, Chair at
Shan_Koenig@ comcast.net or 425 492
6871.

Paint the Mediterranean
with Theresa Goesling and
Cindy Briggs
Join Daniel Smith featured artists, Theresa
Goesling and Cindy Briggs on a
Mediterranean Cruise this summer to paint
the Greek Islands, and the coasts of Turkey,
Croatia and Sicily. Enjoy free time while in
ports then join Theresa & Cindy in their
private ship classroom while at sea for an
optional creative journaling workshop.
Cabin rates start at $1199 pp/do. July 8-18,
2009. See www.MakeEvery
DayAPainting.com or call 425-802-3487.

Edmonds Arts Festival
Call to Artists
The Edmonds Arts Festival is now
accepting entries for the 2009 Juried
Gallery Exhibition. All artwork except
miniatures will be juried from digital
images. Entry deadline is April 17, 2009 and
notification will be mailed to artists the
week of May 18, 2009. For a prospectus,
write to: EAF Juried Gallery, P.O. Box 212,
Edmonds, WA 98020, e-mail juriedgallery@
edmondsartsfestival.com or visit
www.edmondsartsfestival.com for more
information and an online application.

Wiegardt on Watercolor

Figures in Landscapes
Frequently I am asked: “How do
you paint people in a landscape?”
Aside from the academic study of the
figure to learn proper proportions and
anatomy, a concept has helped me
tremendously in incorporating the
figure in a landscape.
As in all aspects of painting, design
is crucial. Not only must the artist
consider the relationship of shapes to
each other, but also the joining of

adjacent shapes to make a better
pattern. This principle that is so
effectively applied to the landscape
shapes needs to be seamlessly
transferred to the figure shapes. Note I
said “figure shape” and not “the figure”.
The artist must shift in his or her
thinking to perceive the figure as just a
shape, as any other shape in the
painting, and not a separate entity.
(Try to avoid thinking of a group of
people as individual figures. If painted
disjointedly, they will have the bowling
pin look – a static shape
pattern that will be a visual
discomfort.) The shift to
abstract thinking from the
mere recording of
information is where true art
and creativity begin.
I have found that if I can
create a good abstract pattern
first, and then suggest a group
of figures from this pattern, I
have a much higher success
of integrating the figures in
the landscape. I try to make
the initial figure pattern
reflect the nature, or flavor, of
the patterns already
established in the painting.
Also, I don’t wait to put
the figures in at the end,
when I get the “nerve up” to
put them in – most likely they
will tend to look pasted on.
Rather, as I progress through

the painting, I incorporate surrounding
shapes into the figure shapes, so as to
lose edges and meld the figure into the
background, creating unity and
helping me to concentrate on the
abstract patterns. I don’t want to think
“figure” until the completion of the
painting. I try to keep a steady focus on
the abstract patterns all the way
through the process.
Whether painting a group of
people, or a single figure, I try to look
at it as an abstract shape, and connect
those shapes to each other and to the
background to create a better abstract
shape and thus a better design.

Eric Wiegardt AWS, NWS
Three DVD set:
Secrets of Painting Loose
and DVD: Painting Loose – Street Scene

WATERCOLOR WORKSHOPS
March 31-Apr. 2, Ocean Park, WA
May 4-7, Caro, MI • June 1-4, Springfield, OR
June 22-26 Ocean Park WA
NEW: Ongoing Sat. class in Ocean Park, WA

Wiegardt Studio Gallery
Box 1114 • Ocean Park, WA 98640 • (360) 665-5976

watercolors@ericwiegardt.com
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NORTHWEST WATERCOLOR SOCIETY

P.O. Box 50387
Bellevue, WA 98015-0387
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Hot Press Newsletter Advertising
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The basic price for advertisements in Hot Press is $10 per
column inch, based on a 2.25 inch column.
The newsletter will accept a full-page insert ad,
preprinted by the advertiser for $150. The number of inserts
needed is 300 for mailed copies. Another 700-800 view their
newsletter at the members’ section of the web site.
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Advertisers may take out a 1/2 page ad in three different
configurations for $130.
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Advertisers may take out a 1/4 page ad in three different
configurations for $70.
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Exit 11A
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Eastgate

ST. ANDREW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
2650 148th Ave SE · Bellevue, WA 98006

3 column width is 7.25 inches across
2 column width is 4.75 inches (includes column space)
The first inch is free for members (or $10 off).

